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A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY 
Published by News & Information Services 
Who is an American? Debate brings national experts 
Immigration continues to be a hot-button issue 
as the country marks the fifth anniversary of 
the September 11 attacks. 
Experts from across the country, includ-
ing Linda Chavez, Peter Brimelow and Bill 
Ong Hing, will gather at Grand Valley to 
discuss and debate American immigration. 
The Constitution Day celebration is spon-
sored by Grand Valley's Hauenstein Center 
for Presidential Studies, the Gerald R. Ford 
Library, and the World Affairs Council of 
Western Michigan. 
"Immigration is one of the most unsettled 
- and potentially unsettling - challenges fac-
ing Americans today, especially with important 
midterm elections around the comer," said 
Gleaves Whitney, director of the Hauenstein 
Center for Presidential Studies. "There are a 
lot of myths surrounding immigration, but with 
several world-class debaters participating, we 
hope to throw light on this contentious issue." 
The panel discussions 
and debate will take 
place September 19, at 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Debate participants 
include: 
• Linda Chavez is chair-
women of the Center 
for Equal Opportunity 
and political analyst 
for FOX News. Chavez 
was President Bush's 
nominee to lead the 
U.S. Labor Department 
until she withdrew her 
name. 
• Peter Brimelow is a 
financial journalist and 
author known for his 
writings on immigration 
Linda Chavez 
Bill Ong Hing 
policy. Brimelow is president of the Center for 
American Unity and had served as editor of 
Forbes, Financial Post and National Review. 
• Bill Ong Hing is professor of law and 
Asian-American studies at the University of 
California-Davis. He is the author of several 
books on immigration policy and race rela-
tions. 
The keynote speaker is Marcelo Suarez-
Orozco, Courtney Sale Ross Professor 
of Globalization and Education at New 
York University. He is also co-director of 
Immigration Studies at NYU. In 2005, he 
addressed the U.N. secretary general's First 
Annual Global Colloquium of University 
Presidents. He will speak at 7:30 p.m. 
September 19 at the Ford Museum. 
For detailed information on all speakers and 
the day's events, visit www.allpresidents.org 
or call x12770. 
···--------------------------
Hispanic Heritage Month begins with celebration 
From business forums to lively, colorful cul-
tural celebrations, many events are planned 
throughout October to celebrate Hispanic 
Heritage Month at Grand Valley. 
The national month-long celebration begins 
September 15, which marks the anniversary of 
independence for Latin American countries, 
through October 12, when Columbus Day is 
observed in the United States and El Dia de la 
Raza is observed in Latin America. 
Events at Grand Valley, which are free and 
open to the public, including the following: 
• Festival of Food and 
Music; September 18, 
noon-2 p.m.; Kirkhof 
Center, Grand River 
Room 
Selene Lacayo, execu-
tive director of the West 
Michigan Hispanic 
Chamber of Commerce, 
will explain the origin of Selene Lacayo 
GRAND VALLEY 
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serenades and why they are popular in Hispanic 
culture. Various dishes from local Hispanic res-
taurants will be available and a musical trio will 
perform. 
• Hispanics in West Michigan: Challenges 
and Opportunities; September 19, 
6-7:30 p.m.; Cook-DeWitt Center; and 
September 20, 5:30-7 p.m., Loosemore 
Auditorium, Devos Center 
Jose Reyna, assistant to the city manager, City 
of Grand Rapids, will talk about the Hispanic 
demographic in West Michigan. 
• Guitarist Ernesto Bitetti; September 28, 
noon-1p.m.; Cook-DeWitt Center 
Ernesto Bitetti, a native of Argentina, is the 
most recorded guitarist in the world. Bitetti will 
perform works by Villalobos, Moreno, Albeniz, 
Cardoso and Piazzolla. 
• Film: "Buscando a Leti" (In search of Leti) 
The Life of Immigrants; September 28, 
4-6:30 p.m.; Lake Superior Hall, room 175 
Dalia Tapia, born in Mexico and raised in the 
United States, will present her movie. The film 
portrays the conflict that immigrants confront 
when they leave their home countries for the 
promise of a better life. 
• Hispanic Business Forum; October 4, 
noon-2 p.m.; Loosemore Auditorium, 
DeVos Center 
Frank Coronado, president of the West 
Michigan Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, and 
Dante Villareal, business consultant from the 
Small Business and Technology Development 
Center, will lead a discussion regarding 
Hispanic businesses in West Michigan. 
• Hispanic Poetry; October 2, 4-5:30 p.m.; 
Kirkhof Center, Pere Marquette Room 
Three Hispanic published poets - Zulema 
Moret, from GVSU's Modem Languages and 
Literatures Department; Joana Goergen, DePaul 
University; and Alvaro Leiva, Albion College 
- will recite their works in Spanish and 
English. 
see 'Hispanic' on page 4 
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Across Campus 
Evening football game 
will affect campus parking 
Grand Valley will host Michigan Tech in a nationally televised football 
game on Thursday, September 21, starting at 7 p.m. The game will air on 
CSTV and will be available on Comcast Local. 
Because afternoon and evening parking will be restricted, the campus 
community is encouraged to park free and ride free shuttle buses to cam-
pus that day. Important changes to on-campus parking that day include the 
following: 
Faculty Parking 
• Lot C East will be available from 8 a.m.-noon. Lot C West will be 
closed all day. 
• At noon, Lot F East will be reserved for faculty, including faculty 
teaching evening classes. 
Student Daytime Parking 
• Lot C East is open until noon only. 
• Lot F West is open until noon. Incoming students will be directed to 
lots farther south. 
• The residence lots will be available for commuters with a valid Non-
Resident Student permit on this day only. Students can park in a residence 
lot and they will NOT be ticketed. 
Student Evening Parking 
• All students will be encouraged to use the free shuttle bus. Twice as 
many buses will run from 5-11 p.m. 
• Lots 0 , R, GVA and J will be available; free shuttle buses will run 
from these lots to Kirkhof Center. 
Alumnus plants hope with United Way 
As a resource development associate for Heart of West Michigan United 
Way, Jamon Alexander sees firsthand how contributions make a difference 
in the community. 
Alexander started his job with United Way in February after graduating 
from Grand Valley in December 2005 with a bachelor 's degree in pub-
lic and nonprofit administration. He is responsible for managing some 
of the top 50 accounts within the manufacturing sector. In addition, he 
is working with his alma mater for the university campaign, which runs 
October 2-16. As part of his job, Alexander routinely tours agencies like 
God's Kitchen, Degage Ministries and Senior 
Meals on Wheels. 
"That type of experience is eye-opening," said 
Alexander. "It's been great. I love the people, 
I love what we do, I love hearing about the 
different agencies and programs that we serve. 
I'm still learning." 
Alexander credits his work at Grand Valley 
for preparing him well for his career. 
"For my first two years at Grand Valley, I was 
an education major," he said. "But I couldn 't 
see myself being a math teacher or a science 
teacher or an English teacher. I was look-
Alumnus Jamon 
Alexander is working 
for United Way. 
ing through the GVSU catalog, and Public and Nonprofit Administration 
seemed to be the closest fit for helping me give back to the community." 
Alexander said he took a few classes to test the waters, and he fell in love 
with the exposure to nonprofits. As a result, he became involved with 
American Humanics, an award-winning certificate program at Grand 
Valley for undergraduates from all academic majors who are interested in 
working with nonprofits after graduation. 
In last year's campaign at Grand Valley, giving increased in three key 
benchmarks. The number of faculty and staff members giving to the United 
Way campaign increased, as did the percentage of participants and the total 
amount raised. But even with those positive signs, there's still room for 
improvement when Grand Valley is compared to other employers. 
"There's still room for growth. There's a lot we can tap into, be it among 
continues on page 3 
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The GVSU Forum is published by the News 
and Information Services Office. The submis-
sion deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publi-
cation items to Michele Coffill , editor, c/o 
forum@gvsu.edu. Telephone: 616-331-2221. 
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GVFaces 
Charles Baker-Clark 
chair of Hospitality and Tourism 
Management 
"Some of the best foods are quite simple to make." 
That's one lesson pointed out in a new book written 
by Charles Baker-Clark, chair of the Hospitality and 
Tourism Management department. 
Baker-Clark's book, Profiles from the Kitchen: What 
Great Cooks Have Taught Us about Ourselves and 
Our Food, is a series of biographical stories and 
essays. 
"The book is essentially about how our relationship 
with food has been influenced by people and organi-
zations," said Baker-Clark. 
The idea for the book came from his dissertation, 
for which he researched and interviewed well-
known chefs. He expanded his work for the publica-
tion to include 14 writers, 
chefs and food historians, 
including names like Julia 
Child, Chicago chef Rick 
Bayless, and New Orleans 
chef and restaurant owner 
Susan Spicer. 
Baker-Clark's research 
took him to various 
places like Illinois, North 
Carolina, Mississippi and 
Wisconsin to learn from 
and reveal advice from 
Charles Baker-Clark 
some of the greats in the food industry. 
"Knowledge of food doesn' t have to be complex; 
Good food can be simple to make," said Baker-
Clark. He also found that good cooks learn to use 
food that is in season and produced locally. 
What·s Ahead 
Popular music concerts 
return this month 
Grand Valley welcomes the community to more 
than a dozen free concerts this fall during the 
Arts at Noon and Artist-Faculty series. 
A rare opportunity to hear classical masters 
Haydn and Beethoven performed on original 
instruments is featured as the opening concert 
of the Arts at Noon Series. Cleveland Classical 
Trio kicks off the series on Tuesday, September 
12, with fortepianist David Breitman, violinist 
Elizabeth Wallfisch and cellist Jaap Ter Linden 
- three of the leading exponents of the perfor-
mance practice movement in the world today. 
This series of noon concerts is performed in the 
Cook-DeWitt Center. 
Arts at Noon brings guitarist Ernesto Bitetti on 
September 28. Presented as part of the universi-
ty 's celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month, the 
Argentinean native will perform a program of 
music from the Spanish and Latin American tra-
dition, including works by Villa-lobos, Moreno, 
Albeniz, Cardoso and Piazzolla. Bitetti will also 
conduct a master class 
open to the public from 
3-5 p.m. in the Sherman 
Van Solkema Recital 
Hall. 
The Artist-Faculty Series 
begins on September 12, 
with a concert by pianist 
A viram Reichert, bronze 
medalist winner of the 
Van Cliburn International 
Piano Competition. His 
performance will be 
at 8 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre at the 
Performing Arts Center. 
Aviram Reichert will 
begin the Artist-
Faculty Series on 
Tuesday. 
Another Artist-Faculty Series concert this month 
brings together Robert Byrens, viola, with Joan 
Conway, piano. Byrens, a frequent performer 
with the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra, 
Across Campus 
continued from page 2 
the faculty and staff or the students," Alexander 
said. 
Growth is an apt metaphor, because this year's 
United Way campaign theme is "Planting 
Hope." 
U.S. history course 
recognized nationally 
In a study of 133 U.S. history courses taught on 
college campuses across the nation, a course at 
Grand Valley was identified as one of the top 
will perform at 8 p.m. on September 22, in 
the Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall in the 
Performing Arts Center. 
For more information call the Department of 
Music at x13484, or visit www.gvsu.edu/music. 
Team captains 
needed for AHA walk 
The American Heart Association's Grand Rapids 
Heart Walk is scheduled for October 14, begin-
ning at Van Andel Arena and continuing through 
downtown streets. 
Grand Valley will help sponsor faculty and 
staff members who would like to participate in 
the walk. A kick-off meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, September 14, from noon-I p.m., in 
the Kirkhof Center, room 142. People interested 
in becoming team captains or those seeking more 
information are invited. 
Questions can be directed to Aaron Lehr, Human 
Resources health and wellness intern, at lehraa@ 
gvsu.edu. 
Pedometer challenge 
includes 1 Battle of the 
Valleys• 
The second pedometer challenge, sponsored by 
Work Life Connections, will begin September 18 
and continue for six weeks. Teams of two to four 
faculty and staff members record their daily steps. 
Two challenges are planned: one against other 
Grand Valley teams, the other against teams from 
Saginaw Valley State University. A trophy will 
be awarded to the university with the most steps 
per participants. 
The cost to participate is $10, which includes a 
pedometer. Online registration for teams begins 
today. For more information, contact Aaron Lehr, 
Human Resources health and wellness intern, at 
lehraa@gvsu.edu. 
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South African poet 
will visit Grand Valley 
South African poet Ingrid de Kok will visit 
Grand Valley and read her poetry on Monday, 
September 18. Her four books of poetry and 
various essays have engaged some of the most 
pressing issues in South Africa as well as per-
sonal concerns. 
Born in Johannesburg in 1951, de Kok studied 
English and political science in South Africa 
then emigrated to Canada in 1977 and studied 
at Queen's University in Kingston. Much of de 
Kok's poetry offers hope for the future by taking 
stock of past wrongs, be it apartheid, the AIDS 
epidemic, or problematic personal relationships. 
The event is co-sponsored by departments of 
English, African and African American Studies, 
Writing, History, Women and Gender Studies 
and the Women's Center. de Kok will read at 
4:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, rooms 215/216. 
A reception will follow. For more information 
call x13581. 
Two workshops 
for dads planned 
The Children's Center and Work Life 
Connections are sponsoring two workshops for 
Grand Valley dads of young children. 
"What Daddies Do Best" is planned from 
noon-I p.m. on September 19 and November 9 
in Lake Ontario Hall, room 167. Beverages and 
pizza will be provided. 
The sessions will be facilitated by Sharalle 
Arnold, from the Children's Center, and Sue 
Sloop, from Work Life Connections. Register 
online at www.gvsu.edu/worklife by Friday, 
September 15, for the September 19 session 
(click on "Live and Learn Brown Bag Series"). 
For more information, call x 18011 or send an 
e-mail to sloops@gvsu.edu. 
···--------------------------
examples of best practices. 
American History since 1877, designed and 
taught by Associate Professor Carolyn Shapiro-
Shapin, was identified as best practices overall 
and designated an exemplary practices course, 
the highest standard of distinction and excel-
lence met by very few courses in the study. 
The study was conducted by the Center for 
Educational Policy Research on behalf of the 
College Board to identify best practices that 
could influence the redesign of high school 
advanced placement courses in U.S. History. A 
panel of national experts analyzed top courses 
from a wide range of institutions and identified 
the critical components present in each course. 
What makes Shapiro-Shapin 's course special is 
her goal to teach both the historic content and 
the historic process. "To this end, I incorporate 
a wide range of historical topics, historical 
approaches and historical documents into the 
course," she said. 
The goal of the CEPR redesign process is to 
ensure that AP courses reflect the best of col-
lege teaching. Following the study, the College 
Board convened a commission in U.S. History 
to develop new AP course descriptions, new AP 
exam specifications and professional develop-
ment guidelines for AP teachers. 
••• 
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ALENDAR OF 
General Events 
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
Through Sept. 21 
Gallery Hours: Sources and Resources: Works 
in Textiles and Metals. Art Gallery, PAC. Call 
x12564 for more information. 
Mon., Sept. 11 
Noon-12:50 p.m.: History Colloquium. "The 
Archaeologist as Diplomat: James Henry 
Breasted and the Middle East, 1919-1935," 
by Jim Goode. 2341 MAK. Call x13298 for 
more information. 
Tues., Sept. 12 
Noon: GVSU Alzheimer's Support Group. 242 
KC. Call x12215 to register. 
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Cleveland Classical 
Trio of David Breitman, Elizabeth Wallfisch 
and Japp Ter Linden. CDC. Call xl3484 for 
more information. 
1 p.m.: Women's Commission Meeting. 104 KC. 
Call xl2748 for more information. 
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series. Aviram Reichert, 
piano. LAT, PAC. Call x13484 for information. 
Wed., Sept. 13 
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters Club. 104 KC. 
Call x12204 for more information. 
3 p.m. : Mandela-Parks Lecture Series. 
"Institutionalizing Commitment to AIDS in 
Africa: The Politics of the Pandemic," by 
Amy Patterson. 215/216 KC. Call x18110 for 
more information. 
4 p.m.: Professionals of Color Lecture Series. 
"The Legacy of Matthew Shepard: An End to 
Hate," by Judy Shepard. 250 KC. Call x12177 
for more information. 
Thurs., Sept. 14 
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters Club. 
107D DEV. Call x 17337 for more informa-
tion. 
7:30 a.m.: Seidman College of Business Alumni 
Association Breakfast Series presents Ann 
Cavoukian. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. 
Call xl 7100 for more information. 
11 :30 a.m.: Political Science Department 
Lecture. "Islam and Politics in the North 
African Maghreb," by Anna Baldinetti , 
University of Perugia. 204 KC. Call x 12869 
for more information. 
Noon: Grand Rapids American Heart Walk 
kick-off meeting. 142 KC. E-mail Aaron Lehr, 
VENTS 
lehraa@gvsu.edu, for more information. 
2 p.m.: Student Question/Answer Session with 
Henry Louis Gates Jr. CDC. Call x12345 for 
more information. 
5 p.m.: Intercultural Student Reception. 250 KC. 
Call x12177 for more information. 
7 p.m.: Fall Arts Celebration. Distinguished 
Academic Lecture: "W.E.B. DuBois and the 
Digital Divide," by Henry Louis Gates Jr. 
EC. Prelude carillon concert 6:20 p.m. Call 
x12100 for more information. 
Mon., Sept. 18 
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: Festival 
of Food and Music. 250 KC. Call x 12177 for 
more information. 
4:30 p.m. : Reading by South African poet Ingrid 
de Kok. 215/216 KC. Call x13581 for more 
information. 
Sports 
Sat., Sept. 16 & Sun., Sept. 17 
All Day: Men's Golf hosts GVSU Laker 
Invitational . 
···---------------------------
Faculty and Staff Sketches 
Sketches 
Denise M. de la Rosa, associate professor 
of accounting and taxation, gave a presen-
tation, "Stock Market Development in an 
Emerging Financial Market: Warsaw Stock 
Exchange from 1991-2004," presented at the 
Fourth International Conference on Business 
Economics, Management and Marketing in 
Athens, Greece. 
Carmen L. Nochera, associate professor of 
biomedical sciences, will give a presentation, 
"The Nursing Child Assessment Feeding Scale Is 
Useful with Nursing Home Residents Unable to 
Feed Themselves," at the Gerontological Society 
of America 59th Annual Scientific Meeting 
in Dallas, Texas. She was also nominated for 
the Public Relations Award from the Michigan 
Dietetic Association for her publication, 
Properties of Extruded Products from Breadfruit 
Flour, and the development of this cereal for 
commercial use in Haiti. 
Teresa Castelao-Lawless, professor of phi-
losophy, gave a presentation, "Education for 
the Academy and Education for Citizenship: 
Application of an Epistemological Model to 
Scientific and Moral Education," in Athens, 
Greece. 
Teresa Beck, associate professor and director of 
••• 
Hispanic Heritage Month continues through October 
continued from page I 
• Spanglish: The New Linguistic Hybrid; 
October 5, 1-2 p.m.; Kirkhof Center, rooms 
215/216 
Yvette Fuentes and Keith Watts, from the 
Modem Languages and Literatures Department, 
will present how this new "language" has 
emerged in the United States due to the blending 
of the English and Spanish languages. 
• Hispanic Women: Hopes, Dreams and 
Cultural Realities; October 11, 3-4:30 p.m.; 
Cook-DeWitt Center 
Khedija Gadhoum, assistant professor of Modem 
Languages and Literatures, will moderate a 
diverse panel of speakers to discuss the issues 
Hispanic women face in American society along 
with their thoughts, dreams and challenges. 
Sponsors of Hispanic Heritage Month are 
the Office of Multicultural Affairs, College 
therapeutic recreation, was named the recipient 
of the 2006 Meritorious Service Award from the 
National Therapeutic Recreation Society. 
Sherril Soman, assistant professor of chemis-
try, gave a presentation, "Using Lab Practical 
Assessments to Inform Curriculum Revision 
in General Chemistry," at the 19th Biennial 
Conference on Chemical Education at Purdue 
University in Indiana. 
Jim Scott, associate professor of movement 
science, co-wrote an article, "NCAA Rule 
Changes Improves Weight Loss among National 
Championship Wrestlers," published in Medicine 
and Science In Sport and Exercise. 
of Interdisciplinary Studies, Housing, Latin 
American Studies, Modem Languages and 
Literatures, Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center, Seidman College of Business, School 
of Communications, School of Social Work, 
Women and Gender Studies, Latino Student 
Union and Women's Center. 
Questions can be directed to Sandra Femandez-
Tardani, Multicultural Affairs, at xl2177. 
• •• 
